
How to create and edit features in a map using a smartphone or a web 
browser 

 
 
Using the instructions below, a person can view, create and edit wildlife observations in a map via:  

Smartphone app for Android 

Smartphone app for iOS 

Smartphone app for Windows 7/8 

Web browser 

 
 

Android smartphone app 
 
These instructions use the “Highway 20 Elk Observations” map as an example. Your map and data entry 
options will differ somewhat depending on the map/project that you are interested in. 
 

 Download the ESRI GIS app from Google Play store 
o Search for the app by typing “ESRI” or “ArcGIS” 
o Install the ESRI-ArcGIS app 

 
 

 

 Open the app and search for search for the title of the map or keywords. For example, “Highway 
20 Elk Observations” or using a few keywords such as: elk, highway, wdfw. 

 
 

 Select “Highway 20 Elk Observations” from the available list by clicking on the image to go 
directly to the map or the title to go to the map details screen 



 
 

 In the map details screen 
o Click on the Heart Icon in upper right to save this to “My Favorites” (after this you will 

no longer have to search for this map) 
o Select Open to open the map 

 
 

 The map will open at a very broad scale. Zoom in by: 
o Manually: 

 Double-tap repeatedly on the screen 
 Pinch and pull you’re your fingers apart 

o Automatically: 
 Tap the GPS locator, near the top right of the map. This will then auto-zoom to 

your location. 

 
 

 Once you have zoomed in sufficiently to accurately mark your location, create a new 
observation by first selecting the pencil icon at the top of the map. 



 
 

 Select/tap an editable feature from the pop-up list (for this map, there are only two Elk 
observations types that are editable) 

 
 

 A data entry page will appear.  For the “Dead or injured” form, enter the following information 
into the attributes of the observation by using drop down menus and freeform text: 

o Name 
o Affiliation (WDFW, …etc.) 
o Animal (Elk or other) 
o Date 
o Time (Needed if not entering data at the time of observation…i.e. after work, at home) 
o Observation Notes (optional) 

 



 
o Upload a photograph of the observation (optional) 

 Tap the attachment icon at the top of data entry form  

 
 Choose between attaching an existing picture from the Android picture gallery 

or to snap a new one with the phone camera. A thumbnail of the  attached 
image will now show at the bottom of the data entry form. 

 
 

o For the Observations – Alive form there will be additional fields: 
 Observation behavior 
 Total number of elk 
 Number of elk in different categories  

 

 The final step in recording your observation is to collect the location.  This can be accomplished 
in two ways.  To start the process, tap the icon in the upper left of the data entry screen (the 
icon is a pencil next to a polygon with its vertices exposed).  This will open the “Collect Location” 
map screen.  

 
 

 From the “Collect Location” screen (Same as the map view but the pencil is highlighted orange, 

indicating that a record is still being edited), there are two ways to add a location 

o Select the icon in the lower left (a person next to a satellite). The map will then show a 

blue dot inside of a blue circle. 



  

o You can also tap on the map to place a point in an area other than the current GPS 

location.  This location will show as a red dot on the map. 

o Once you have selected the observation location, finalize the location by tapping the 

check mark in the in the upper right hand corner of the screen. This will take you back to 

the data entry page. 

 
 

 Once you have returned to the data entry page, again tap the check mark in the upper right 

corner to submit your observation to the WDFW database. 

 
 

 You will then be taken back to the map screen and a message will appear “Edits successfully 

applied”.  Notice the pencil icon is no longer highlighted.  

 To record a new observation tap the pencil again and repeat the data entry process. When you 

are finished, press the phone’s Home icon to return to the phone’s desktop. 

 To edit an existing observation (the data and/or the location) 

o Tap on an observation in the map 

o The observation’s location info will pop-up with a side arrow 

 Tap the side arrow to open the data entry page 

o Tap the pencil to edit the record 

o Fields will become editable and the check mark icon and pencil-polygon icon will show 

at the top 



o To edit the data only 

 Modify the field values as necessary 

 Tap the check to save your edits 

o To edit the location of the observation 

 Tap the pencil-polygon icon 

 Tap and hold an observation in the map 

 A magnifying screen will appear with the point in the middle 

 While holding down, move the point to a new location 

 Tap the check to return to the data entry page 

 Tap the checkmark again to save your edits 

 You will then be taken back to the map screen and a message will appear “Edits 

successfully applied”.   

 

iOS smartphone app 
 
These instructions use the “Highway 20 Elk Observations” map as an example. Your map and data entry 
options will differ somewhat depending on the map/project that you are interested in. 
 

 Download the ESRI GIS app from the App Store on your iPhone. 

 
 

 Once you have installed the app, open it.  From the find maps page, search for the “Highway 20 

Elk Observations” map (or just use keywords such as: elk, highway, dead, alive) and select from 

the list of available maps to open. 



          
 To create a new observation, tap on the wrench icon located on the toolbar at the top to display 

the “Map Tools” dialog.   

 
 Tap “Collect” to add new features to the map. 

 
 Next you will be presented with a list of editable features (Alive or Dead).  Tap the appropriate 

observation type 

 



 A data entry page will appear.  For the “Dead or injured” form, enter the following information 
into the attributes of the observation by using drop down menus and freeform text: 

o Name 
o Affiliation (WDFW, …etc.) 
o Animal (Elk or other) 
o Date 
o Time (Needed if not entering data at the time of observation…i.e. after work, at home) 
o Observation Notes (optional) 

 For the Observations – Alive form there will be additional fields: 
o Observation behavior 
o Total number of elk 
o Number of elk in different categories  

 Once the attributes of your observation have been recorded, you can add a picture(s) of your 
observation (optional). 

o Tap the paper clip icon at the bottom of the data entry screen to attach an existing 

picture from the iPhone library or to snap a new one with the phone camera. 

        
 The final step in recording your observation is to collect the location.  To start the process, tap 

the other icon next to the paperclip at the bottom of the data entry page (the icon is a polygon 

with its vertices exposed).  This will open the “Collect Location” screen. Locations can be created 

in two ways.   

o From the “Collect Location” screen you can tap the cross hair icon to display the current 

GPS location.  The satellite icon in the lower left will place a red dot on the map by 

obtaining the location from GPS. 



   
o You can also tap on the map to place a point in an area other than the current GPS 

location.   

 
o Once you have selected the observation location, tap “Accept” in the upper left hand 

corner of the screen. 

 Finally, tap “Done” in the upper left hand corner to submit your observation to the WDFW 
database. 

 
 

Windows 8 smartphone app 
 
These instructions use the “Highway 20 Elk Observations” map as an example. Your map and data entry 
options will differ somewhat depending on the map/project that you are interested in. 
 

 Download the ESRI GIS app from the Windows store 



 
 

 Search for the “Highway 20 Elk Observations” map (or just use keywords such as: elk, highway, 

dead, alive) and select from the list of available maps to open. You may want to save as a 

“favorite” for next time you want to record an observation.

 
 

 Zoom in to area where elk were observed. To create a new observation, tap on the wrench icon 

located on the toolbar at the bottom to open the “Select Feature” page. 

 
  



 Select the “Feature Type” (Live or Dead/Injured Elk) to add new observation. A data entry page 

will appear.   

 
 

 For the “Dead or injured” form, enter the following information into the attributes of the 
observation by using drop down menus and freeform text: 

o Name 
o Affiliation (WDFW, …etc.) 
o Animal (Elk or other) 
o Date 
o Time (Needed if not entering data at the time of observation…i.e. after work, at home) 
o Observation Notes (optional) 

 For the Observations – Alive form there will be additional fields: 
o Observation behavior 
o Total number of elk 
o Number of elk in different categories  

 Once the attributes of your observation have been recorded, you can add a picture(s) of your 
observation (optional). 

o Swipe across to the “attachments” screen. Tap on photo gallery icon at the bottom of 

screen.  You can either take a new picture or attached an existing photo from your 

camera. 

 
 

 The final step in recording your observation is to collect the location. To start the process, swipe 

across to the “location” screen and tap on “location”.  Locations can be created in two ways. 



 
o From the “Collect Location” screen you can tap the cross hair icon to capture the 

current GPS location.  The satellite icon in the lower left will place a red dot on the map 

by obtaining the location from GPS.   

o You can also tap on the map to place a point in an area other than the current GPS 

location.   

o Once you have selected the observation location, tap the accept checkmark at the 

bottom of the screen. 

 Finally, tap on the save icon at the bottom of the screen to submit your observation to the 

WDFW database. Once the observation has been saved it should show up immediately on the 

map and the details of your report (and any photos) will be attached to your record. 

  
 

 

Using a web browser 
 
These instructions use the “Highway 20 Elk Observations” map as an example. Your map and data entry 
options will differ somewhat depending on the map/project that you are interested in. 
 

 For a direct connection to the map: 
http://wdfw.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=56b8db060d294e258f49b
d5290000436  

 Otherwise you can search for maps at: http://www.arcgis.com (hosted by ESRI, Inc.) 
o Register for and sign in with an ESRI global account (free) 
o Search for a map on the tags/keywords (e.g. elk, dead, alive, highway, hwy20) 

http://wdfw.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=56b8db060d294e258f49bd5290000436
http://wdfw.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=56b8db060d294e258f49bd5290000436
http://www.arcgis.com/


o Select from the list of found maps and choose “Open>Open in ArcGIS.com” 
o Select “Highway 20 Elk Observations” to open the map 

 Select “Edit” at the top of the map 

 The TOC (Table Of Contents) will appear, showing only the editable features. Click on the symbol 
for an editable feature (Alive or Dead) to activate it. 

 
 

 Move your mouse to the map. 

 To add a new observation: 
o Use your mouse wheel to zoom in to a location, close enough so at least mileposts will 

show. 
o Hover over a location. A pop-up will say “Click to add a point” or “Cntrl to enable 

snapping” (this will allow a user to snap their point to any point layers in the map, such 
as Mile Posts) 

o Click on the location and the attribute form will open. Enter the following information 
 Name 
 Affiliation (WDFW, …) 
 Animal (Elk or other) 
 Date 
 Time (Needed if not entering data at the time of observation…i.e. after work, at 

home) 
 Observation Notes (optional) 
 Upload a photograph of the observation (optional) 

o Select “Close” to save the entry 
 

 



 
 

 To edit an existing observation (Update data or move location…deleting is currently disabled): 
o Un-Select “Edit” at the top of the map (so it is not highlighted) 
o Click on an existing observation to highlight a point and the point’s record will open. 

Scroll to the bottom of the form to either “Zoom to” or “Edit” 

 
 Move a location by dragging the point to a new spot or edit the form by changing the data in the 

record and then closing this form to save. 

 
 


